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FURTHER MANDATE AGAINST THE
UNAUTHORIZED PLAYING OF TRUMPETS
(DRESDEN, 1736): INTRODUCTION AND
TRANSLATION
Edward H. Tarr
My colleague Friedemann Immer recently came into possession of a rare copy of the Saxon
mandate from 1736 against unauthorized trumpet playing. It was published in facsimile,
together with a commentary by Klaus Thomeyer, in 2000 by the Stiftung Kloster Michaelstein. (For complete details of this and other publications mentioned here, see the
bibliography below.) Immer then deposited it on permanent loan in the Bad Säckingen
Trumpet Museum. It is now on display in the same glass case as an earlier Saxon mandate
of 1711, formerly in the possession of Ernst W. Buser, which has been in the Trumpet
Museum since its inception in 1985.
When HBS president Jeffrey Nussbaum asked me if I would like to make an English
translation of the 1736 mandate, it was easy to accede, since I had translated the 1711
mandate ten years ago for the European Section of the International Trumpet Guild.
Before proceeding to the present translation, let me review in telegram style a few important dates relating to the Saxon mandates, as well as the trumpeters’ and kettledrummers’
Imperial Privilege on which they are based. Fuller details can be found in the introductions
to the two mandates mentioned above.
As is well known, from the ﬁfteenth and sixteenth centuries up through the entire
Baroque period the trumpet was indispensable to European crowned heads for the role it
played in the conduct of war. The Thirty Years’ War (1618-48) and the Seven Years’ War
(1756-63) were only the most important conﬂagrations during a period in which principalities great and small constantly rubbed elbows with their neighbors. Since the correct
rendering of military signals could decide on victory or defeat in battle, sovereigns and
their trumpeters made every effort to see that trumpeters received good training and that
their number be limited; the instrument thus came to be a symbol of royalty.
These preoccupations were set down in writing for the ﬁrst time on 27 February
1623, with the founding—by Emperor Ferdinand II of the Holy Roman Empire of the
German-Speaking People—of the Imperial Trumpeters’ and Kettledrummers’ Society or
Guild. The Privilege granted on this occasion by Ferdinand II contained twelve articles.
Of these, the seventh was the most important. It speciﬁed who could play trumpets, and
where. “Trumpeters and kettledrummers perform solely for the Emperor, kings, electors,
counts, lords of knightly rank, and similar persons of quality.” “No respectable trumpeter”
would perform with “jugglers, tower watchmen, city pipers, minstrels, or the like.” Tower
musicians and city pipers were allowed to play the instrument, but only in their restricted
sphere of inﬂuence. Other articles regulated instruction: two years were the normal period
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of training, with the principal military signals and some knowledge of clarino playing being the basic course of study. No one could teach unless he had earned the title of Field
Trumpeter through participation in a military campaign. A teacher was allowed to instruct
only one pupil at a time.
Two publications preceded the Guild’s founding:
•

•

1548: The thirty-seventh article of the Decree of the Imperial Police, convening at the Augsburg Diet, stated that “weavers, barbers, shepherds, millers,
customs ofﬁcers, pipers, trumpeters, and bakers ... shall henceforth not be
excluded from corporations.” This decree was conﬁrmed in 1577.
1620: Caspar Hentzschel, an Electoral Brandenburg court trumpeter, published his book Oratorischer Hall und Schall, warning against the danger of a
decline of the trumpeters’ art “not only because of the great defects and lacks
with which untrained people bring our profession ... into disrepute, ... but
also because ... many bumblers and stumblers can be found in all cities and
villages – ... mixing among our colleagues like mouse-droppings in pepper.”

The Imperial Privilege of 1623 was conﬁrmed by every Holy Roman Emperor until
1767:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1623 (Ferdinand II): twelve articles
1630 (re-conﬁrmation by Ferdinand II)
1653 (Ferdinand III): expansion to twenty-three articles, the tenth of which
(an expansion of the former seventh article) became the most important—
translated into English by Don Smithers in 1971 (see bibliography)
1706 (Joseph I)
1715 (Karl VI)
1747 (Franz I): reduction to twelve articles, retaining the revisions of 1653
1767 (Joseph II)

The Guild ceased to exist in various parts of the Empire at various times. Johann Ernst
Altenburg reported that the “soldier king” Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia had dissolved
the Prussian trumpet corps in 1713; from then on one or two trumpeters sometimes
performed with the ubiquitous oboe bands, infantry groups often belonging to a Prussian
general’s household. (According to another report, the Prussian trumpet corps was not
dissolved until 1810.) The Holy Roman Empire of the German-Speaking Peoples ceased to
exist in 1806. Guilds of all sorts were abolished in Saxony in 1831, but the Dresden court
trumpet corps itself did not cease to exist until 1918. The Viennese Verein der Hoftrompeter
disbanded in 1878.
The Privilege met with opposition from the very beginning. As early as 1643 the Viennese Trumpeters’ Society (Kameradschaft) called upon all Guild members to evict anyone
not abiding by the rules.
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At the Guild’s founding the Elector of Saxony, in his ofﬁce of Imperial Archmarshal,
became the trumpeters’ and kettledrummers’ patron. He was to be the arbiter of any dispute arising from the administration of the Privilege. Between 1658 and 1769, six Saxon
electors issued their own conﬁrmations of the Privilege:
•
•
•
•
•
•

1658 (Johann Georg II)
1683 (Johann Georg III)
1692 (Johann Georg IV)
1709 (Friedrich August I)
1734 (Friedrich August II)
1769 (Friedrich August III)

Despite this seemingly ﬁrm legal foundation, misuses did arise. Electors of Saxony were
called upon to issue mandates against unauthorized trumpet playing (and beating of
kettledrums) on several occasions:
•
•
•
•
•

1650 (Johann Georg I)
1661 (Johann Georg II)
1711 (Friedrich August I)—the mandate translated in 1991 (see bibliography)
1736 (Friedrich August II)—the present mandate (see translation below)
1804 (Friedrich August I, King of Saxony)

Just what kinds of misuse arose can be seen from the 1736 mandate itself, reproduced below in English translation. It will be noted that this mandate was more restrictive than its
predecessors, concerning places and persons who were allowed to play the trumpet: in 1658
comedians, jugglers, gamblers, tower watchmen, city pipers, and minstrels were allowed to
play the trumpet in their own usual places of work, such as stages, stands, towers, etc.; but
in 1736 they were forbidden to play trumpets and beat kettledrums during their performances, both in cities and in the countryside. In 1736 attention was also called to horns,
so-called invention trumpets, and even trombones played after the manner of trumpets; in
my opinion this may have applied to such instruments being played in the clarino register.
Legal terminology in any language is often hard for the layman to understand, but German
legal documents from the Baroque period are couched in almost incomprehensible terms. If
the gentle reader feels that the sentences are overly long, he should have a look at the original
German text, in which a single sentence could easily cover one or even two pages!
Bibliography (in chronological order):
Johann Ernst Altenburg, Trumpeters’ and Kettledrummers’ Art (English translation by Edward
H. Tarr of Versuch einer Anleitung zur heroisch-musikalischen Trompeter- und Pauker-Kunst
(Halle: Joh. Christ. Hendel, 1795; modern ed., Nashville: The Brass Press, 1974, now
distributed by Editions Bim, Vuarmarens).
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Don Smithers, “The Hapsburg Imperial Trompeter and Heerpaucker Privileges [sic] of 1653,”
Galpin Society Journal 24 (1971): 84-95.
Don Smithers, The Music & History of the Baroque Trumpet before 1721 (Syracuse University: Syracuse University Press, 1973; second, revised ed., Buren: Uitgeverij Frits
Knuf, 1988).
Detlef Altenburg, Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der Trompete im Zeitalter der Clarinblaskunst
(1500-1800), 3 vols., Kölner Beiträge zur Musikforschung 75 (Regensburg: Gustav
Bosse Verlag, 1973; reproduces in vol. 2 all three versions of the Imperial Privilege
(1623, 1653, 1747) and Hentzschel’s Oratorischer Hall und Schall, as well as other
similar documents.
Edward H. Tarr, Trompetenmuseum Bad Säckingen: Katalog (Bad Säckingen: Trompetenmuseum, 1985).
Edward H. Tarr, Mandate Against the Unauthorized Playing of Trumpets and Beating of
Military Kettledrums Dated the 23rd of July in the Year 1711: English Translation and
Commentary (International Trumpet Guild Journal, special supplement, 1991).
Bert Siegmund, ed., Mandat Wieder Das unbefugte Trompeten=Blasen und
Heer=Paucken=Schlagen (Dresden 1736), kommentiert von Klaus Thomayer, Michaelsteiner Forschungsbeiträge 20 (Blankenburg: Stiftung Kloster Michaelstein, 2000).

A complete English translation appears
on the ensuing pages,
followed by a facsimile of the 1736 mandate.
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Further
MANDATE
Against
the Unauthorized
Playing of Trumpets
and
Beating of Military Kettledrums,
Issued by
His
Royal Highness of Poland, etc.,
as
Elector of Saxony, etc., etc.,
as a
Renewal and Strengthening of the
Previously Issued Prohibition
in Dresden on the 17th of December in the Year 1736
With the most gracious royal Polish and electoral Saxon PRIVILEGE
Printed in Dresden by the widow of the court printer, Stösselin

71

72

HISTORIC BRASS SOCIETY JOURNAL

We, Friedrich August, by the grace of GOD King of Poland, Archduke of Lithuania, Reuss, Prussia, Masovia, Shamatia, Kyovia, Vollhinia,
Podolia, Podlachia, Livland, Smolensk, Severia, and Chernikov, etc., Duke
of Saxony, Julich, Cleve, Berg, Engern, and Westphalia, Archmarshal and
Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, Count of Thuringia, Margrave of Meissen, as well as of Upper and Lower Lusatia, Baron of Magdeburg, Princely
Count of Henneberg, Count of the Marches, Ravensberg, and Barby, Lord
of Ravenstein, etc., etc., offer Our greeting, grace, and favorable will to each
and every one of our prelates, counts, lords, those of the knighthood, superior
and subordinate district and local magistrates, mayors and councilmen in
their cities, judges and village mayors in their communities, country towns,
and villages, and otherwise all Our subjects, those who enjoy Our protection, and those who ply their trade in Our Electoral realms and territories,
as well as everyone else.
In addition, We inform you that Our chief court and ﬁeld trumpeters, as well as Our court and ﬁeld military kettledrummers, have humbly
brought to Our attention—because of the Privilege they have had of old
and which has been conﬁrmed from time to time, and especially contrary
to those mandates which were published near and far in the years 1661
and 1711—that it has since then become quite common in Our Electoral
realms and territories for city pipers, as well as city and peasant musicians,
to play trumpets and beat military kettledrums without authorization. Such
[individuals] should neither be permitted [to do so], be protected by Our
subordinate authorities, nor be encouraged even more by the approval of
the latter’s high courts, through misuse and variant interpretations of the
clause inserted in the last mandate from the year 1711: namely, that the
playing of dances, alarms, and processional fanfares on trumpets and other
instruments, especially on horns and so-called invention trumpets, shall
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not be permitted—either by themselves or by their subordinates—at public
events, meals, or at banquets with guests of honor, unless these functions are
performed by ministers, knights, ofﬁcers, or persons with a degree, persons
in Our royal service, or those who otherwise ﬁll a public ofﬁce. [The abovementioned supplicants] have ﬁttingly requested a renewal and strengthening of the prohibition expressly decreed in those mandates [to which We
have] alluded, by the publication of a further general order according to the
disposition of the mandate from the 7th of March in the year 1661, which
has the following content:
By the grace of God, We, Johann Georg the Second, Duke of Saxony, Julich,
Cleve, and Berg, Archmarshal and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, Duke of Thuringia,
Margrave of Meissen, as well as of Upper and Lower Lusatia, Baron of Magdeburg, Count
of the Marches and of Ravensberg, Lord of Ravenstein, etc., do hereby proclaim to everyone
that Our Chief Court and Field Trumpeter, and trusty and well-beloved Hans Arnold, has
humbly brought suit in the name of Our appointed court and ﬁeld trumpeters and military
kettledrummers, as well as all those trumpeters and military kettledrummers who are to be
found in Our Electoral realms and territories, under presentation of the original charter.
Accordingly, Our most honorable lord and father of most blessed Christian memory, responding to the most humble supplication tendered to him and by the other court and ﬁeld
trumpeters and military kettledrummers, published in an open charter, on the 10th of July
of the 1650th year, that Privilege concerning trumpeting and drumming which the entire
society of trumpeters and military kettledrummers had received on the 24th of October
of the year 1630 at the public Imperial Diet in Regensburg from His late Roman Imperial
Majesty, Lord Ferdinand the Second. Particularly noteworthy at that time was the seventh
article, because of all kinds of misuses which had arisen and too closely affected this art.
Now that they otherwise most humbly begged Us for a renewal and further conﬁrmation of such Privilege on the 4th of June in the year 1658, during the time We served
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as Imperial Administrator, We have graciously granted their just request. The articles and
decrees of the above-mentioned Privilege contain among others the tenth point, which
word for word reads thus:
In the tenth place,
Because trumpeters and kettledrummers perform solely for the Emperor, kings, electors, counts, lords of knightly rank, and similar persons of quality, and therefore do not belong
in common to everybody, no respectable trumpeter or military kettledrummer, under threat of
a penalty to be decided upon by the fellowship, shall perform with jugglers, tower watchmen,
city pipers, minstrels, or the like, whatever they may otherwise be called, even though they may
somehow be associated with the art, for in so doing, the trumpeters will bring their art into
great disrepute. Nor shall any comedians, jugglers, gamblers, tower watchmen, or even any city
pipers or minstrels, perform on trumpets or military kettledrums outside of their stages, stands,
or towers, or at weddings, baptisms, dances of rejoicing, church festivals, or other similar convocations, be they for counts, barons, nobles, townsmen, or others, nor shall they use them— and
certainly not trombones as if they were trumpets— for processional fanfares, dances, or blowing
alarms. If any of these circumstances should occur, the ofﬁcials of each place, even without the
trumpeters’ or kettledrummers’ request, shall forbid such actions under penalty of a heavy ﬁne,
thus helping always to maintain and protect the trumpeters and military kettldrummers with
this decree, as it was graciously conﬁrmed at that time by the Administrator of the Holy Roman
Empire for Us, and for Our heirs and successors.

However, the above-mentioned Hans Arnold has now most humbly brought
suit, in his own name and in both that of Our court and ﬁeld trumpeters and that of Our
court and ﬁeld military kettledrummers, complaining that all kinds of abuses have arisen
in Our Electoral realms and territories, near and far. Despite the severe penal mandates
issued previously, not only tower watchmen, caretakers, jugglers, comedians, and gamblers
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are sounding the trumpet (as is tolerated of them on towers, in comedies, juggling games,
and gambling stands), but now many peasant musicians, besides the above-mentioned,
have also commenced to do so anywhere and everywhere it pleases them, mainly at feasts,
civic and peasant weddings, baptisms, annual fairs, church fairs, dances of rejoicing, and
similar revels, indeed, even for persons of ill repute[, in all rank intemperance and vexatious
living in these troubled times].* Some of them sound trombones as if they were trumpets,**
[Translator’s note: The previous passage enclosed in square brackets and designated by a single
asterisk has been placed in the present translation according to its position in the Imperial
Privilege (see above). In the mandate of 1736, it appears where there are two asterisks.] with
the blowing of processional fanfares, marches, dances, and alarms, disturbing their fellows
and thereby also grievously misusing the sound of the trumpet. They do so all the more
because some of the delegated sub-magistrates of Our territories have up until now not
only overlooked the actions of such unauthorized persons, but have also employed them
themselves in various places, thus introducing such abuse themselves.
Since We were most humbly requested to take the entire society of trumpeters
and military kettledrummers under Our most gracious protection, both in Our own and
in neighboring Electoral and Princely territories, because of the ofﬁce We hold of Imperial
Marshal, We are not able to refuse them, but wish on the contrary to adhere to the indicated
Privilege and to the mandate already issued on the 10th of June, 1650.
We accordingly decree to each and every one of Our prelates, counts, lords, provincial governors, those of the knighthood, superior, subordinate, and local magistrates,
jurors, administrators, ofﬁcial commanding ofﬁcers, mayors and councilmen in their cities, judges and village mayors in their villages, and all Our subjects and those dependent
on Our protection in common to whom this Our charter or its publication might apply,
that they neither allow, nor permit in the slightest, that comedians, jugglers, gamblers, city
pipers, as well as each and every city or peasant musician, whatever they are called, play
on trumpets or on trombones after the manner of a trumpet outside of their comedies,
juggling games, gambling stands, and towers, nor at noble, civic, or peasant weddings,
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baptisms, annual fairs, church fairs, dances of rejoicing, or similar revels, on penalty of a
ﬁne of a hundred Rhenish guilders of gold, which shall be levied uncompromisingly upon
anyone offending against Our mandate, half of which shall be delivered into Our coffers,
the other half, however, into the treasury of Our appointed court and ﬁeld trumpeters,
in return for a receipt, in order that rank and vexatious living and prevailing abuses may
ﬁnally be put to a stop.
The above-mentioned superior and subordinate ofﬁcials and subjects of Our territories shall also punish appropriately those offenders and wrongdoers who have up until
now employed the trumpet unlawfully, and shall order their trumpets to be taken away
from them and handed over to Our Chief Trumpeter.
Thus is done Our earnest will and intent. In witness thereof We have issued this
charter with Our own Electoral signature and printed seal. Thus done in Dresden on the
7th of March, in the year 1661.

Johann Georg, Elector
(seal)

Wolff Siegfried
von Lüttichau

Christoph Schindler
Now that We have graciously decided to defer to the supplicants’
petition, so as to be able to put a stop to the prevailing bad habits, and after
having studied the formerly issued public pronouncements as conﬁrmation
of the [supplicants’] correctly cited Privilege, We hereby wish the abovementioned mandate of the year 1661 to be renewed, and furthermore the
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clause inserted in the mandate of the year 1711—”at public events, meals,
or at banquets with guests of honor, unless these functions are exercised by
ministers, knights, ofﬁcers, or by persons with a degree who are in our
service or who otherwise full a public ofﬁce”—to be restricted by virtue of
the following, so that on similar occasions neither the use of other trumpeters
and military kettledrummers be allowed than Our court and ﬁeld trumpeters,
or other trumpeters and military kettledrummers who have been correctly
trained and accepted into the Society [of Trumpeters and Kettledrummers],
if these can be obtained on the spot, nor shall it be allowed to anyone in
Our service or in a public ofﬁce to issue any dispensation therefrom; but
rather this should be allowed only to persons [such as] Our servants and
subordinate ofﬁcials with a degree who are of the same rank as the highest
superior ofﬁcers.
Our decree is therefore promulgated to each and every one of Our
prelates, counts, and lords, those of the knighthood, and civil servants,
however they may be called, as well as to city and village courts, that they
not only comport themselves personally in accordance with Our herewith
included and repeated mandate, and conform to it ﬁrmly and inviolably,
in order to avoid scrupulous inquiry and inevitable punishment, but also
and in particular [that they] forbid the playing of dances and processional
fanfares on trumpets and other instruments, especially on horns after the
manner of trumpets and on so-called invention trumpets, in their and their
subordinates’ areas of jurisdiction, except in previously speciﬁed exceptional
cases. They should in no case permit anything to happen which would injure
or harm the oft-mentioned Society of Trumpeters and Military Kettledrummers. On the contrary, they should always offer them a helping hand and
appropriate protection against the wrongdoers and offenders, applying to
Us if necessary. They should proceed against these [miscreants] on their own

78

HISTORIC BRASS SOCIETY JOURNAL

accord, if petitioned to do so, or otherwise act appropriately, guided by the
mandates of the years 1661 and 1711, levying without delay upon each
transgressor the ﬁne of one hundred Rhenish guilders of gold prescribed
therein, half of which shall be delivered into Our coffers, and the other half
into the treasury of Our appointed court and ﬁeld trumpeters, in return for
a receipt; and they shall not permit comedians, jugglers, tightrope-walkers,
or similar individuals to play trumpets and beat military kettledrums during
their performances, neither in cities nor in the countryside.
Thus shall Our solemn will and intent be accomplished. In witness
[thereof ] the present mandate has been signed by Us personally, and We
order it to be published near and far with the imprint of Our chancery seal.
Thus transpired and done in Dresden, on the 17th of December, 1736.

AUGUSTUS REX
(seal)

Erasmus Leopold von
Gerssdorff

Johann Gottlob Otto, S[cribe]
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