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Cornets in the Brussels Musical Instrument Museum: 
A Survey and a Checklist of an Outstanding Collection 

Gery Dumoulin 

History of the collection 
The cornet collection in the Brussels Musical Instrument Museum (MIM) comprises forty-
one instruments. Most of them were acquired between 1877 and 1912 by Victor-Charles 
Mahillon, the first curator of the MIM and famous acoustician, organologist, collector, and 
(like his father) wind instrument maker. 

Though it constitutes only a small part of the entire brass collection of the MIM (more 
than 500 instruments), the cornet collection offers a marvelous account of the history of the 
cornet, the most important soprano brasswind of the nineteenth century. Early types of 
comets with Stolzel valves are represented, along with Perinet-valved comets and experimental 
valve systems. The Sax comets are the highlights of the collection. The three ages of the 
evolution of the cornet can be read from the production of the Sax dynasty: its childhood 
(with Charles-Joseph Sax), its youth (with Alphonse Sax), and its maturity (with Adolphe 
Sax). Comets by Adolphe-Edouard Sax—still to be acquired—would provide a more complete 
picture, with a fin-de-siecle flavor. The collection illustrates a cross-section of the variety of 
designs and mechanisms representative of the history of the cornet, and also includes some 
rare and unique specimens. 

Some of these comets have been described in the published catalogues and fascicles of 
the museum: V.C. Mahillon, Catalogue descri ptif er analytique du Musie instrumental du 
Conservatoire royal de musique de Bruxelles, 5 vols. (Ghent: A. Hoste, 1893-1922, R/1978); 
M. Haine and I. De Keyser, Catalogue des instruments Sax au Musee instrumental de Bruxelles 
suivi de la liste de 400 instruments Sax conserves dans des collections publiques et privies 
(Brussels: Musee instrumental, 1980); G. Dumoulin, Cornets a pistons / Cornetten / Cornets 
(Sprimont: P. Mardaga, 2001 [no. 10 of the MIM collections fascicles]); and G. Dumoulin, 
"Apercu surf evolution et le repertoire du cornet a pistons. La collection des comets a pistons 
du Musee des Instruments de Musique (MIM) de Bruxelles," Brass Bulletin 118 (2002): 40-
49; 119 (2002): 32-41; and 120 (2002): 2-8. It is however of interest to re-examine these 
cornets, and to discuss newer acquisitions, in the light of more recent research.' 










































